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… there was a time when Christianity 
shaped the social, political, moral, 
religious, and intellectual landscape …

(Philip Ryken)

What effect should Church have on the 
society in which she is placed?

We see the answer in Acts 17:6.



The Early Church in its SocietyτA 
Phenomenon

What was this society like?

ÅCities thriving with commercial 
enterprise

ÅEmphasised public entertainment

ÅSex outside marriage prevalent



ÅDivorce widely practised

ÅInfanticide & abortion present

ÅReligious pluralism 

Why did the New Testament 

Church greatly impact its society?

They were God-centred in all they 

did! (2:42-47) 
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Is today’s western Church a 
phenomenon?

It is more like a ‘nothingnon’. 

It is marginalised.

It seems powerless.



Impacting Society Once Again

How?

Three keys.

There must be:



1. A demonstration of the truth of the 
Gospel in Christians’ lives.

Christians must be holy.

Christians must be salt and light 
(Matthew 5).

Christians must live a life of continual 
repentance and faith.



Society will recognise God-possessed 
personalities.

Those who reject the idea of absolute 
truth, will see truth in us as the Spirit 

moves.



2. A demonstration of the truth of the 
Gospel in public worship.

Public worship can easily become man-
centred…

…but worship is not about us, it is about 
God!

We must learn to worship God in spirit 
and truth.

As we do others will notice
(1 Corinthians 14:25).



3. A demonstration of the truth of the 
Gospel in Church initiatives into the 

surrounding community.

We must show that we love our 
neighbours as ourselves.

If those in society see truth in action 
they will be convinced as the Spirit uses 

our witness. 



We must build bridges with the 
community with the aim of introducing 

people to Jesus Christ.     

In a society that proclaims there is no 
absolute truth, truth is what you make 
it, all religions have the truth, if we can 

tell them and show them John 14:6
they will not be able to argue with the 

evidence when it is backed by the 
Spirit!



Conclusion

Our Church is not impacting society as 
it should.

We are not turning our society upside 
down.

Great challenges face us.

We must rise to them.


