Series on Philippians — sermon 25 - 5/09/10 (pm)

A Glorious Standing
Philippians 3:4b-9 (text 3:8-9)

Theme: A Christian should glory in the
fact that (s)he possesses a
righteousness from God through faith
in Christ.



Paul possessed a righteousness from
God.

Every Christian possesses a
righteousness from God.

Every Christian does not have the
same attitude toward this as Paul had.



1. The Fact (3:9)

Paul is saying two things in 3:9:

1. He will be found having a
righteousness from God at Jesus’
second coming.

2. He has a righteousness from God
now, Romans 8:1.



Paul says he possesses a righteousness
before God and speaks about where it
does not come from and where it
does.

i) It does not come from his
obedi ence to
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Placing confidence in observance of

the Law is putting confidence in the
flesh.

This is not where righteousness before
God comes from!
(Philippians 3:4-7; Romans 3:20; 10:1-4;
Galatians 3:24.)



Reliance on human effort to gain
salvation did not stop with the
Judaisers.

Through the centuries it is a lie the
Devil has whispered in many ears.

Cf.Martin Luther’s efforts to be
righteous.



Are you still trying to be righteous
before God by your own genuine,
conscientious efforts?

You will fail because it cannot be done.



ii) It does come from God and is by
faith in Christ.

This righteousness is:

- grounded in Jesus’ faithfulness

[through faith in Christ may be translated
through the faithfulness of Christ],

- from God,
- received by faith, cf.3:9c-d.



The faultless Son died being made
responsible for our penalty.

The moment a person depends on Him
as Lord and Saviour, Jesus’

righteousness is put to his/her
account, cf.Galatians 3:24.
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free grace, wherein He pardons all our
sins, and accepts us as righteous in His
sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by
faith alone. (Westminster Confession of Faith,
Shorter Catechism, Q. 33)

How did this knowledge affect Paul?



2. The Attitude (3:8-9)

What do you sense is Paul’s attitude in
3:7-9? There is

excitement, enthusiasm, freedom from
the pressure of having to earn
salvation, freedom from the burden of
the Law.



Christian, this should be true of you as
welll Cf.Ephesians 2:8-9.

* You are saved by God’s grace.

* Jesus’ righteousness is put to your
account.

* Your acceptance before God is not
performance-based!



* God loves you unconditionally.
* God will never stop loving you.

* You are safe and secure in His hands,
cf. John 10:27-30.



Conclusion—A Glorious Standing!

Is this not a glorious standing?

Does it not move you to praise as you
dwell upon these truths?

You are rich in Christ plus nothing!



